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Topinka, Natalie

From: Topinka, Natalie
Sent: Friday, October 07, 2016 11:26 AM
To:
Subject: RE: Negative health impacts from Humpreys Compressor station MarkWest

Hello  

 

I am continuing to follow up on your concerns regarding MarkWest’s Humphreys compressor station. EPA has 

been in contact with MarkWest regarding your concerns and those from other residents also living near the 

facility. May we share your name and contact information with MarkWest representatives? The purpose of 

sharing this information is to identify the exact locations of concerned residents in relation to the facility. 

MarkWest may also contact you to discuss your concerns directly and in more detail. 

 

Also, can you provide me with any updates on your observations regarding the Humphreys Compressor Station 

and air quality? 

 

Thanks, 

 

Natalie 

---------------------- 

Natalie M. Topinka 

Environmental Scientist  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 

Air Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Branch 

77 West Jackson Boulevard (AE-17J) 

Chicago, IL 60604 

ph: (312) 886-3853 

fax: (312) 692-2410 

 

Protecting the environment is everyone’s responsibility.  Help EPA fight pollution by reporting possible 

harmful environmental activity. To do so, visit EPA’s website at 

http://www.epa.gov/compliance/complaints/index.html 
 

 

From: Topinka, Natalie  

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 3:11 PM 

To:  

Subject: RE: Negative health impacts from Humpreys Compressor station MarkWest 

 
 

 

Thank you for your call today. As I mentioned, it is very useful to EPA if nearby residents keep track of the date and time 

of any odors they notice from a source of air emissions. The documentation doesn’t have to be fancy or formal. It would 

be great if the following information was included: 

 

• Date and time 

• Resident’s location when they noted odor 

• Description of the odor, if possible (e.g. rotten eggs, burnt, oily, sweet, “nail polish,” ammonia, sewage, etc.) 
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• Any adverse health experienced at the time the odor was noticed 

• Any changes in activities due to the odor (e.g. closed windows, guests left early, decided not to grill out, etc.) 

 

Please feel free to pass this request along to others in the area.  

 

Also, if you could send me any information about the methods and results of the air sampling that was conducted at 

your home, I would greatly appreciate it. Don’t hesitate to contact me with additional questions or information. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Natalie 

---------------------- 

Natalie M. Topinka 

Environmental Scientist  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 

Air Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Branch 

77 West Jackson Boulevard (AE-17J) 

Chicago, IL 60604 

ph: (312) 886-3853 

fax: (312) 692-2410 

 

Protecting the environment is everyone’s responsibility.  Help EPA fight pollution by reporting possible harmful 

environmental activity. To do so, visit EPA’s website at http://www.epa.gov/compliance/complaints/index.html 

 

 

 

From:   

Sent: Friday, July 29, 2016 8:34 AM 

To: Topinka, Natalie <topinka.natalie@epa.gov> 

Subject: Re: Negative health impacts from Humpreys Compressor station MarkWest 

 

Hi, 

I will call you today.  I have not determined the time yet.  

Thanks , 

 

 

On Thu, Jul 28, 2016 at 10:05 AM, Topinka, Natalie <topinka.natalie@epa.gov> wrote: 

 

  

Thank you for reaching out about this issue. I left you a voicemail yesterday afternoon and look forward to talking with 

you further.  

  

My schedule is mostly free today and tomorrow, but if you’d like to designate a time to talk, I can set that aside and be 

sure that I am at my desk to receive your call. 
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Natalie 

---------------------- 

Natalie M. Topinka 

Environmental Scientist  

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 5 

Air Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Branch 

77 West Jackson Boulevard (AE-17J) 

Chicago, IL 60604 

ph: (312) 886-3853 

fax: (312) 692-2410 

  

Protecting the environment is everyone’s responsibility.  Help EPA fight pollution by reporting possible harmful 

environmental activity. To do so, visit EPA’s website at http://www.epa.gov/compliance/complaints/index.html 

  

From:   

Sent: Wednesday, July 27, 2016 12:18 PM 

To: Topinka, Natalie <topinka.natalie@epa.gov> 

Subject: Negative health impacts from Humpreys Compressor station MarkWest 

  

HI Natalie, 

I recently spoke to .  tTey gave me your contact information.  I live  downwind 

from he Humprey's compressor station on   

My family and I have experienced debilitating health impacts to the degree that we no longer stay in our 

homes. Our sysmptoms began after the MarkWest facility became operational. 

I have been in contact with MarkWest who denies there is any probelm.  I have had Earthworks, and other 

leading Environmental organcies visit my land and film the compressor station with a FLIR camera. They 

stated Humprehys emissions are some of the highest they have filmed.  The link to watch the FLIR video of 

this site: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QFZQ0ASS6os 

I have also learned that methane, VOC's and other pollutants emitted by the  compressor station, hover in my 

valley, because they are heavier than air.  I had an air sample taken and chemicals linked to compressor 

stations have been detected in my air.   
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We have been forced from our homes, due to sickness, that we feel confident was caused by the polluting 

MarkWest facility.  

Can you help us? 

Peace, 

 

 

 

 

 

Non-Responsive




